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One simply places the stringer in the base and strings one instrument upon another. When full, close-off the g - —
. p ylp 9 ; o P Keynotes include Bob Woodward, Rick Pitino,
stringer, liftit out of the base and place in use. Bonnie Blair & David Feherty

facilities. CSSD professionals constantly look for ways to be more efficient and simplify the process of instrument
cleansing and sterilization. One of the mostinnovative tools created for the CSSD is the "surgical instrument
stringer," an easy-to-use tool to prepare instruments for sterilization.

Traditionally, stringers have been used primarilyin the preparation of instruments inside of a tray for sterilization.

These stringers usually are 2 to 3 inches in width. More recently, however, stringers are finding their way to the Click Here to Accass the New
"dirty-side" of the CSSD. The Association of Advancement of Medical Instrumentation stresses in ST79 section 7.5.6 Patient Safety Tools

the importance of disassembly of multi-partinstruments and the need to place all hinged instruments in an open & Resources Database
state to ensure all surfaces are exposed for effective cleaning. Stringers used in decontamination are typically 5 to 6

inches in width to maximize the openness of the instruments for the spray action of the washer.

These have been effective tools, but did create the need for double inventory of stringers — until recently. Anew type

of product was introduced to the healthcare industry that made surgical instrument reprocessing even more ASC Turnarounds: Ideas to Improve
efficient, the "adjustable stringer." This new tool adjusts to the size of instruments for more effective cleaning of hard Performance & Benchmarking

to reach areas containing bioburden, and can also be adjusted to the optimal width for placement of instruments

inside a tray for terminal sterilization. ASC Transactions & Valuation Issues

. ) ) ) o ) Anesthesia
The new adjustable instrument stringers are just one of manytools for effective instrument reprocessing.

Remember to always follow manufacturer instructions and test your mechanical washers atleastonce a week in Gl & Endoscopy-Driven ASCs
compliance with AAMI and Association of Perioperative Registered Nurses guidelines.
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